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NATiUNAL INVELLIGENCER

FOLITICAL ANTAGONISMS.

Our resders are aware that when the President
of the [Tnited States, on the Tth of March, 1862,
first propounded, in a special message to Congress,
his scheme for the gradusl emancipation of slaves
in the Border Slaveholding States, with compen-
sation to loval owners; we gave it our earnest and
unl.c.—iuui._-:; sapport. 'When, at the opening of
the last scssion of the last Congress, he unfelded
at lenath tho relations of his proposition under this
head, and gave it an cxtension and scope sufficient
{o cmbrace tha subject of slavery in all the States;
and when, with the view of procuring for his pro-
jeet u plsce in the fundamental law of the land, he
urged upoo the attention of Jongress the propric-
ty of opening the way for an adliesion on the part
of sl the States to his beneicent plan for the re-
moval of slavery, we again gave to his views all
the support in our power, called as we were to labor
agninst the opposition of many among the Presi-
dent’s political sdversarics, and the more depress-
ing lukewarwoes of mapy awmong his professed
friends in this watter.

We fevored this proposition for many reasons,
but chiefly because it secmcd to offera plan for the
peaceful removal of sn institution which, what-
ever may be said in its favor or in its legitimate
defence by theologians or politicians of a certain
schiool, we should never have thought of creating
where it did pot exist. Accepting i as a great
social fact, which, in the time of men’s igdorance,
had been allowed, under Providence, to find a
lodgment on this coutinent, we have uniformly
gought to deal with it as practical men, called to
handle = question involving passions and intercsts
which were ready at any moment to kindle intoa coo-
suming flame by the very friction of adverse ideas
and ’-"i‘ rations. Henee, in the discharge of our
fuuction ss public j suraalists, we have unifaru.J].y
felt 1t ou- du.y to oppose those sencaes of politi-
cal and scetivnal ambition which were initiated by
Southern poiiticiuns in the peculiar iuterest of
slavery aud its cxtension, whether as exemplified
in the angexation of T'exas, the war upon Mexico,
the conquest aud purchase of a portion of its soil,
the repeal of the Missoari compromise, the attempt-
ed entorcement of the Lecowpton constitution on
a reluctaut people, or, lastly, the propagandism of
sedition under the pame of secession. Upon each
and all of these issuss we were found arrayed
against the men wio assumed to spesk iu behalf
of “the South’” and ia the interest of *slavery,”
because, equaily on grounds of constitutional law
and of public expedicney, we were compelled to
deny the rightfnluess and doubt the wisdom of the

measures designated.

But, while (Lus resisting the projects of a pro-
slavery fanaticism at the South, we never felt it our
duty to joim in the taunts and defiaat recrimioa-
ticns which were coustantly hurled at the whole
Southery poople by the exponents of that fanati-
¢isme whick s+ the North was the petaral comple-
meat of its pposite form of phrenzy ot the South.
Never was thera a better illustration of the pro-
gress which is impressed on society by antagonistic

phisticated their sense into & reception of this
wonstrous politieal heresy.  But for this shall we
disbacd our armies? And if there be men whose
zeal in opposing the rebellion has so run away with
their diseretion that, for all practical purposes, they
are, s the Postmaster General justly remarks
¢ giders and abettors of the Confederates,’” shall
we omit to expose their errors because some among
them have not that compreheasion or clearness of
view which would enable them to perceive the ten-
dency of their teachings 7 Nor cidn their assuwmp-
tions of superior wisdom or pafriotism deter sny
man who is conscious of his own integrity from ar-
raying the counsels of reason and truth against the
suggestions of passion and prejudice. Those who
are foremost in asserting their own claius to supe-
rior intelligence and virtue generally do =0 under the
psinful necessity of findirg nobody to believe them.
If they were so clear'y ‘ the people,” and if wis-
dom was destined to die with them, their contem-
poraries would be apt to discover the fact without
imposing on them the disagrecuble task of such
constant self-assertion. Wisdom, even when she
lifts up her voice in the strects, does oot strive nor

first that spring to her tongue, nor does she per-
petually dabble in the waters of Meribah. When
she troubles the stagnant pool it is not to perform
the office of the Apocalyptic angel at the sound of
whose trumpet ¢ a third partof the waters became
wormwood,”” insomuch that *“ muny wen died of the
waters because they were wade bitter,” but she
troubles only to heal, like that other angel in the
Gospels whose work was remedial and not vindie-
tive when he stirred the waters of Bethesda If
it be true, as the Holy Bovk declares, that men
ar: koown by their fruits, we have the same high
authority for sayivg that they are ¢ justified” or
“ eondemned ”’ by their words, and xo it comes to
pass that, by the one test or the other, wisdom is, in
the end, justified of all her children.

TIE EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS

Gen. Hitcheock, who has had the geueral dirdetion of
matters referring to the excbange of our prisoners, has
written to the New York Times s long letter upon the
sulject, by which the mystery that has enveloped the ques-
tion, and the confused snd contradictory statements which
have been wade sbout it, are cleared up. E

By this letter, it would seem, our authorities ara not to
blame for the stoppage of exchanges. They have pro-
posed to the rebel Commissioner to exchange, man for
man, &ll the prisoners now keld in the South, but this the
rebels have refused to ngres to. Othdr propositions of a
bumare character have been made to the rebels, with a
view of effecting the release of our prisoners, but they
have refused to listen to them.

In all, we hold forty thousand rebel prisoners, while the
rebels hold but thirteen thousand Union prisoners ; and
they inriet, s appears from Gen Hitchevck’s letter, that
the exchange shall be genernl; that 1s (o say, that we shall
deliver up to them all of the forty theussnd prisoners in
our possession, and receive in relurn about thirtesn thou-
sand wen, leaviog sbout twenty seven thousaud wen, who
wight, for & few days, be considered on parvle not to take
up arms uoless duly exchsnged. But theu, neks Gen.
Hitcheoek, * what would Mr. Quld do with thore men 1
Judging by what he hes actually recently done, be wou'd
undoubtedly assume to discharge those meu from all obli-
gutions under their parole, aud put them into the field to
fight against national troops, standing under ao uvstaived
natiopal flug—the very troops who gallsuily captured
those men upou bloody battle-fields within the past few
maouths.”

In snother placs Gen. Hiteheock states thet * alrendy
the question bus come up from Gen, Gruut's glorious bat-

fure rowetimes tending i a good direction and
sowetiwes io & bad, then that which was afforded by
the .teconistic aad yet co-operative fanaticisms of !
the
Esch lived, and moved, and had its being in the
other. A Governor Adams in South Carolina
thanked Ged for the Alolitionists as * the be'st
fiiends of the South,” because they had enabled
. the Disunionists to fire the Southern heart by in-
vocati.ns drawn from the threats of mouthicg
zeslota,
a time when lovers of their country were deploring
the ndvent of civil war, thanked Ged that He bad
created Geperal Beauregard, and instigated bim
(as though e had prompted the deed of shame)
to fire on the flag of his country and thus light up
a flame in the land which might consume slavery
by its devastations. Disunionists joined hands
with Abolitiouists in precipitating the great ca-
lamity under which the nation groans to-day, and,
if nothing elve were wanting to repel us from
sympatly with cither, it would be enough for us to
kuow thai ey both eo-operated in prepariog the
wiy for U is terrible couvuision, and both rejoiced in
the ruin tloir baods had brought when they saw
the pillars of our political edifice unseated by vio-
lence from the firmn base on which they had been

pleced by the founders of the Republie. And |

hence it is that, as lovers of the Union and defen-
ders of the Constitution, we to-day feel called, in
sad retrospect of the mischiefs brought cu the land
by these opposite forms of political agitation, to
shun complicity with each in their schemes of
snarchic and revolutionary violence. Upholding
the Conetitution and the Laws against armed sedi-
tion at the Scuth, we should be recreant to both if
we locked with cumplacency on projected measures
which contemplate nuthing lcss than a practical
and theoretical subversion of our Government in
ite form and genius, as forcshedowed in the oblite-
rution of Btate lines at the South and in the ab
sorption of all local governwent over nearly half
he country in the maw of a centralized political
and wilitary despotism.

The Natious! Government bhas its rights of
just rupremacy which wust be maiutained,
but meintsived undr the Constitution, and by
meaps sdopted in pursuance of the Constitution.

Qu any other theory we should make curselves
partucrs to the treasn which has arrayed the pa-

tion in arws, sud we are free to confess that we
have no beart for a strugg e woich should only prove
that the North was strooger than the South. The
lino of partition betweeu loyuity and disloyalty, as

we discern t, “uue between en who uphoid and |

revore the Constitution and the laws, on the one
Laue, ue wet who contemn snd disregard the
sauctions ol butn on the other.
lutonit at the Eouth is no less an enemy of the
Uwiou then his wider and abettor at the North,
who {ceds bie p'revzy by ndding the fuel of s fa-
paticul policy 1o quicken the flames of civil war to
a redder glow aod spread themn over a wider
range.  Nor does it become less our duty to resist
the ovunsels of this insousate faetion because

gome of ite volaries may be sincere in their madness.
We do not doubt that there are sineere belicvers
jin the *“right of secossion”’—men who have so-

A Wendell Phillips in Massachusetts, «t |

1' tract:

The armed revo- |

tle-field at Chattanoogn 84 to what shall be done with a
bpdy of the enemy, who, having be-n paroled ns priconers
of war at Viekeburg, have been re aptured in arms st

N-ith and South in this matter of siwer)" IlCi-r_-t!at:m.gn without having been properly exchanged ;"

| and"this notwithetanding the expicit denial of Mr. Ould
| that sny of the Vieksburg priscners had been sent into
the Reld

Betide the diffieulty above indicated, there are several
| othera, one of which Gen. Hitelieock discusaes at length
|. In aceordanece with the barbarous proclamation issued by
| Gen. Jeff. Davis in September of last year, the rebels have
persistently refused to deliver up for exchnnge any of our
white officers captured while in ecommand of eclored troops,

or mny of the colured soldiers who have been taken pri-
sopern, Our Government caunot permit this, a«, he says,
it would enable the rebels to defeat one of the most im-
portant weasures of national policy for the suppression of
the rebellion.

The Times remurks that the country will feel indebted
to Gen, Ihitcheook for the able snd lueid exposition of
this grest question that he hae given, aod will sustain the
Government in tue weasures it Las adopted, as stated by
| Gen. Hiteheoek.

THE LONDON TIMES A8 A PROPHET.
| The London Times of the 14th instant bas &n elaborate
editorial review of military affairs in this eoustry, which
in exceedingly ricl, as w.ll be seen from the following ex-

“ In all probability the eampaign of 1563 had come to
| an end in Tennessee s well s o Virginia, The month
| of ‘Oetober*had been apoken of a= Lkely to witness some
irv-mul\nhl- events in the grand contest of the Federal

army st Chattanooga with the torees of Gen. Bragg, but
nothicg of importanes has taken place, nithough the expec.
| tation of some great passage of arms atll prevails, Whe-
| ther any thing will be attempted will depend on the state
| of the weather, and, judging with the expericnce of the
1{;'“!. two years to guide uf wea may say that it is most

ikely the two armies will remain nearly as they are until
the return of spring.  Indeed, this s almost the best that
ean be auticipsated by the Federsls.  Troope are being
hurried up by Gen. Grant,not to proesed with tha invasion
| of Georgin, but to defend the Federnl communieations
1t in sucoess fur them to bold their eartbworks at Chatta-
nooga, to prevent the Confederate cavalry pouncing upon
their trains and reducing them to extremities for wang of
| supplies, The success of Hocker on the 25th seema, 1f
true, to be unimportant, for the Confederates still hold
the west bank of Lookout Creek, nnd the situntion of the
two armies remains uocharg d.  If, then, Gen. Grant ean
do as much an Gen Hoseerans, nnd waintain his position
during the winter at Chattanoova, he may be congidered ns
having achieved all that the Federals can hope for., Presi-
{dent Davie epeaks confidonily st Mubile that he will be

unable to do thid. The Scouthern statesman declares that
Grant will be beaten and driven northward out of Tennes-
see. Allowing for oratorieal exnggeration, it may be pre-
sumed that Mr. Davis thinks the chances in the Tennense
| eampaign are in favor of the Confederntes.  We may give
| erede.ce to his assertions, winee they eoiueide wufficiently
with the correspondence from the Federal esmp and the
general tone of the North respect ng the state of affairs,
There 1» suchn remarkable sgreement that things are eriti-
cal, suich an absencs of the usual prophecies of speredy vie-
tory, that we may be sure that the danger to the Federal
nrmy i real and obvious.  The best thot can happen to
the tnvaders i3 to be sprood an ignomimous and ruinous
ritreat

The Timen then affirma that Geo. Meade will probab'y
epend the winter avd spiing in repairing railroade, and that
the juvasioo of Vicgins e given up entirely.”  The ex-
pedition talked of to the eccust of Texes, it says, will
come to uathing' It sdde that 1503 will leave mat.
| ters substantiolly the enme ax ot the beginuiog, aud there-
| fore it anks ** (he North whether enotigh bas pot been done
| to prove that the Confederates are determined o inde-
pendence nud stroug envugh to whintain i1

How 1o CoMMURICATE WITH UNION PRISOXERN IN

note or letter paper, sud only on one wids
relate solely to mntiers purely  meatie,  Ruelose the
lettor in an unsenied envelope, and put in Gee conta Tor
postage. Address it 1o the person for whom it s intended,
giving bis eompany, regimeut, aed the prison in which ke
18 confined 'at Highmond, Va. On the lwit hand eorner
mark, * Vis Fiagof-truce, cars of Brig Gen 8. A, Mere-
dith, United Btatss Comwissioner fur Exchangs, Fortress
Mouroe, Vo' Then enclose it ia n sealed envolops, nd-
dressed to " Brig. Gen, 8. A. Meredith, Fortreas Mon.
m..!

ery. Words of hate and bitterness are not the

THE LAW OF TRUE PROGRESS,

Among all the journa's of the land there is none
which is more ¢ radical” than the Chicago Tri-
bune. Wedo not believe it is any more persuaded
that slavery is a social evil than some others among
its contemporaries whose political dialect is not
precisely modulated aceording to its own. There
are those who, in desling with questions of con-
orete politics, feel it nocessary to handle them with
ciroumspeetion and sobriety; and it is probable
that the chrenic schism between “ radicals” and
“ gonservatives” springs from those intellectual
differences which cause some men to péuse at the
threshold of all ¢ reforms’ to consider the rightful-
ness, practisability, or expediency of the means
employed to reach a certsin end, while others are
80 preoccupied with the desirability of the end hed
in view that they grow cither too precipitate or
too unscrupulous in their choice of agencies by
which to attain the object of their aspirations.

Bat our Chicago contemporary, in reading a
leoture to some imaginary “ conscrvatives,” who, it
assumes, are over-snxious to preserve slavery from
the consequences of the natural cavses workiog
for its destruction, bas ineuleated some lessons so
proper to be marked and digested by impatient
¢ radicals’” that we cite them for the imstruction
of the latter, if haply we have any among our
readers. It says :

't Saving is a good business, if the thing saved be good
for aoy thiog, sod can be ecured without too mueh eost
and peril to other inlerests. If the thing called glavery
were & geod thing, it would be a highly meritorious endes-
vor, in the general wreek to whieb it is going as faet e
time and the rush of events in God's providence can carry
it, to gather up whatever of the wreck and remnsnts
might be possible, and preserve them for future ure. DBut,
a4 the ouse ia, it is questionable whether it be worth the
while for any man to go gleaning after the reapers of dos-
tiny to save the stray strawa of that institution which lie
"about the fielda where it so latsly flourished. We submit
to suy of our ‘conservative’ friends who dislike to see
things tumbled sbout whether it is worth their while to
be st much trouble to conserve the edde and ends of such
s concern. Were the city of Washiogton here, and eould
we talk to men 1o high places, we would submit to them
whether it would pay, on the whole, for any Cabivet offi
cer to: give bimssli soy great suxiety to gather up and
tiold on to the flying threads of that dark web now so ra-
pidly ravelling out in Missouri or Maryland? Why not
rather give way to the inevitable, aud let the thing go, just
s fast us the laws of Nature and of war and Gud's pruvi-
dence were normally working to deatroy it?

“1t i coneaded that the inslitution was put up at the
hazard of the war with the first gun that was fired on
Samter. The bail that broke a hole in the wall broke one
s thousand times a8 big in the constitwional ligaments
whieh held sluvery in safety to the Bouth. Heneeforth
it must tuke its chunces. Itturnsoutas wesaw it would;
the chancea are awfully against it; war is grioding it
fine and wiping it off about ne fast as posaible in the na
ture of things. Why notletitgo? True, Keotueky, be-
ing specially intent on this one thing, may hold on to the
old shell of elavery fur & while, but what will it amount
to after all? I muy thiog is doomed, or being done for,
it is the * patriarchul' concern in Maryland, Delaw are,
West Virgioia, Missouri, Arksnsas, Louisiana, and Ten-
Lessee. When it is wiped out in those States what will
it be worth in Kentucky 1

‘ Nothing is more eertain than that President, Cabinet,
and sl m-n concerned will find the eacivst road to be the
straightest and the shortest. When a revolution, bene-
ficent and inevitably destined to go through, has set in,
nnd is under way, there is no greater fol'y than to think
to arrest it in mid career. Thin is the special wenkness
of small men, who get frighteved at: the noiss and dust
which is ruised, and which they thewselves perhaps helped
to Thive.

“ Wa trust of course to the Premdent and his advisers
to adbere, as far as way be, to constitutional forms, to
snve principles, and to make safe precedents.  And s the
President is & wan,of strietly legal mind and & good law-
yer, and bns good lawyers sbout him, the paople do not
frel any great solicitude that these things will vot be
nitended to.

* What we insist on is, that the mode of arbitrament
which the rebels have themeelves chosan shall do its pro-
per work ; that mavery shall toke nll the chunees it bas
evoked; that these chances shall not be lessrned, smooth-
ed, or roothed ; but tbat the broom shall follow close on
the heels of the retresting rebellion, and sweep clean eve-
ry squara fuot of ground it exposes. This will bs found
not only the safest and best course, but in the long run
the ensiest.”

Now, if it be true, as the Chicago Tribune af-
firms, (and as no ¢ conservative” denies,) that slave-
ry is going to “ a genersl wreck as fast as time aud
the rush of events in God's providence can carry
it,”” why should onr ¢ radical” fricnds giva them-
sclves so much trouble to hasten its progress at a
faster pace than “time"” and “ God’s providence”
are visibly marking for its cxit? Repeating the
very words of our contemporary,and modestly sug-
gesting that some of its over-zealous friends might
profitably take a lesson out of its book, we would
propound to * radicals’ the same query it pro-
pounded to “conservatives;” and ask, ¢ Why not
rather give way to the inevitable, and let the thing
go just as fast as the laws of Nature and of war
and God’s providence are normally working to de-
stroy it ¥

In faet, it is only the Constitational Censerva-
tives who can properly put this reproachful ques-
tion to other people.  They are now periectly will-
ing, and always have becn since the war for the
Union began, to see slavery recede before the pro-
gress of our arms “just as fast as the laws of Nu-
ture and of war and God's providence were nor-
mally working to destroy it.” Bat the *radi-
oaly’”’ were not satisfied with the  normal working”
of these forces, and sought to quicken their opera-
tion by overshooting the mark with ¢ paper pro-
clamations” declaring men to be free when they
were not free, and millions of whom are still held
in bondsge. And, by thus secking to get ahead of
time, the laws of Nature, and of God’s providence,
they bave incurred the usual penalty of such im-
prudence and presumption—that of makiog their
wisealculations only the more signal in the eyes of
the world and of pestponing the realization of their
wishes. The proclamation of January 1st, 1863,
declaring the slaves of Alabama * now, henoeforth,
and forever free,”” was most palpably an aaachron-
ism, because in advance of “time,” “the laws of
war,” aod of “God's providence.” And the fa-
tuity of thus seeking to get the start of Time
and Providence was never more strikingly illus-
trated fthan in the demonstrated inefficacy of that
ediet. When the slaves of Alubama are free it
will be by the “normal working’’ of those causes
which every Conscrvative accepts in all their legi-
timate cousequences, and which, but for the impa-
tience and presumption of radical theorists, would
bave sooner borne the fruits desiderated by all
good patriots and lovers of humanity. Aod we are
glad to disepver that this truth is mow becoming
50 patent that even our hurrying reformers have

RicaMonn —=Laetteis should be written ot a hall-abiset of |
They should |

come unconscicusly to adopt the langunsge and en-
foree the admonitions of wuch conservatives as are
| willing to follow the lead of Divine Providence,
without being ambitious to get the advantage of it
ia the race of human progress.

Political conservatism secks to find out the line
of safe change and to follow it with steadiness and
| circumspection.  Politieal radiculism, for sometimes
| being more direct in its appronches and more vio-
leut in its processes, is not always wo sure in ite
progress or so beneficial in its workings. Roesem.

bling some mountsin torrent, whick is loud sad
desolating ia its course, it may move with headlong
speed, leaping from previpice to precipice in its

easy descent, and bearing foam and feculence en

ite surface. But being fed by no perenniul spring
it rapidly passes away, leaving nothing but drift-
wood and debris to mark the track of its swollen
waters, which, spilled on the rock, muke no city
gladder for the tribute brought to ite hurbors
aod no plain more smiling for the abuudance
added to its harvests. Reforms, to be stable and
beneficent, should not be the offspring of viclence
untempered by wise conduet, for it is as true now
as when the Latin poet uttered it for the admoni-
tion of Augustus, that * foree without counsel falls
by its own weight.”  Or, if we seek to find in
modern verse the epunciation of the same sound
philosophy, we have but to pouder the weighty
lines of the German bard as reprodused by the
English Coleridge :
“ Straight forward goes

The lightuing’s path, nud straight the fearful path

Of the cannon ball. Direct it fliea and rapid,

Shaltering that it may reach, and shuttering what it

reaches.

My #on, the road the buman being travels,

That on which blessing comes sud gees, doth fullow

The river's course, the valley’s playful windings,

Curves round the eornfield aud the hill of vines,
Aud thus secure, though late, leads to its end.”

THE STRENGTH OF GEN. GRANT'S ARMY.

The St. Paul (Minnesots) Pionocer publishes the fullow-
ing extract of u private letter written from the Arwy of
the Cumberland previous to the late advanee, which fur-
uishes soma interesting particulars as to the strength of
Groat's foree. We fiad it in the New York Evening Post :

“The Army of the Cuwberland has been entirely raor-
ganized by Gen. Graut.  You would be surprised to know
the number of regiments down here belween Btevenson,
Chattanoogs, and Nashville,. We have the old Army of
the Cuwberland, two corps of the Army of the Potomae,
and two corps from the Army of the Tennessce, and others
are coming. There are uinety regiments in & sivgle eorps
of the Army of the Comberland. No more regiments were
ever got together in this eountry than are now on the soil
of Middle Tennessee. I can see no show'for Bragg, and,
without krowing the plans of our generals, I confidently
look for n hasty withdiawal of lis arwy, or & thundering
big smash up of his whole furce.

 Bragg missed it when be Iny still around Chattanooga
three weeks ngo. Rosecrans's army was then on one-
quarter rations, without forage, his rear poorly guarded,
nnd threateusd daily. But now we aro all right. Rations
are plenty, and steambonts sre runuing to within ten miles
of Chat'sioogs, We have quite an army of Geoerals—
Graus, Thomns, Granzer, Houvker, Sherman, Howard, Slo-
eumn, Usterkaus, and Palmer, all commanding corps or de-
partments of oue or more corps.  Our troops hail prinei-
pally from Ohio, Indiana, lilinois, Penosylvania, New
York, Missouri, Iows, Kanwie, Massschusstts, New Jer-
sey, Wiscoosin, Michigan, and Keutucky, though seversl
other States are represented.”

PROPOSED SUBSTITUTE FOR THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH.

At the Anonual Meeting of the American Anti-Blavery
Bociety, held in the eity of New York in May last, it was
resolved that the cowpletion of another decsde of the
Sueiety's existence should be marked by a specisl publie
meeting devoted to a general review and survey of the
csuse, th be held in the eity of Philadelphia to-day, the
third of December, ** then und there to celebrate, in nn
appropriste msnoer, the thirtieth—and we would fuin
hope the final—anviverssry of its formaton.” As the
terma of the resolution thus contemplate u epeedy disso-
lution of the society on the supposilion that its specifio
Iabursare sbout to terminate with the overthrow of elavery
in the United States, a eorrespondent of the National
Anti Slavery Standard, commended by that journsl ss “‘a
clergymnn of unimpeachable orthedoxy,” protests against
any such determination, and proposes that the said society
shall perpetunte its useful existence in order to take the
place now filled by the Christisn Church. He suys :

“ Probably thers is not on earth & body of people, em-
bracing men and women of 8o much refinement and intel-
ligenee, who at this moment are so entirely free, as you
Garrisonian Aboiitioniste. I say you, lor while my aboh-
tionism dates back to 1831, T have not seted with your
siciety in the matter of voting, and have been therefore
outside of your organization. The suspicion of hereasy,
which still ¢nslaves many worthy men in Church organi-
zatirus, yon seout, nod treat as the idle wind which you
respeet not.  You allow no society of men, either political
or ecclesiastieal, Protestant or Popish, to hamper your
eonscience and stand between you and your God. You
enjoy the full measure of Christinn liberty which Paul
enjoined upon his brethren when he said, © Let no man
judge you in weat and drink,’ ete,

 Now, the obj=et of this communication is to snggest,
whether, instead of disbanding ns a society a1 d going into
4 state of disintegration, you ought not to continue your
existence, locats branch societies in every neighborhood.
and hold monthly meetings for mutusl improvement, and
for the sttainment of that Christisn perfection which all
sineere men long for.

“ While whole Churches have gone into apen apost ey
by tuking sides with the oppressor, and justifying the
system which violates every precept of the deealogue, you,
who have never ealled yourselves * the Ciureh,' have re
mnined faithful to Ged and his Christ, and the inlerests of
Christian morality. Thus yon furoish to the men of ean.
dor and of thought the best type of a Christian Church
which the world now sees—n Church without s dominating
priesthood and a procrustean ereed, but whose members
are all free from the restraints and traditions of men, and
are kines and priests unto God.  If you had your monthly
meetings seattered througheut the country, where it was
known that honeat, earnest, snd intelligent men met for
connsel wnd co operation, they would furnish a home for
those who, diagusted with the bypocrisy and treason of so
many of the eeclesastioal organizations, are now in the
condition of Noah's dove, whieh found no rest for the sole
of her foot.

“ Would it not be well to make th's a topic of disens-
sion at Philndelphin? Bring on Theodors Weld, and
Theodors Tilton, and Qerrit Smith, and the other Good
Samaritans of the day, who rejoics in the freedom where-
with Christ has mads them free, and instead of two days,
spend & whole week in couneil.  What a blessing to those
of us who will form the audience to hear the illustrious
men of your society epeak on the signs of the timees, and
give their opinions as to what Christinnity and vur eountry
now require at our hands. Most lppmgrhialy was it at
Philadelphia where your socisty of brotherlylove was or-
ganized to break the bonds of the sluve, Most nppropri-
ately will it be the place for sssembling all the liberators
together to devise means for liberating the consciences and
intellicts of men every where"

An the Gurrisonian Abolitioniata have always protly
equally divided their maledictions batween slavery and the
Christian Church, we must sdmit that the writer is en-
tirely logieal in nrguing that they should not disband be-
cauge the former of these ivstitutions ia about to disnppenr
As the Church, however, in, in the words of Beza, ** an
savil which bas worn out many & hamm:r,” and am g
them somwe much stronger than that wiclded by our modern
iednoelasts, we think the friends of Christianity need be
in no great apprehensions of the rivalship with which it
in threatened by the American Anti-Slavery Bociety,

ITHE STORMING OF MISSIONARY RIDGE.

Tha storming of tha ridga in the great battle before
Chattanooga on the 26th nltimo is fhus deseribed by en
officer in a report tothe War Depaitweunt :

“The storming of the ridgs by our troops was one of
the greatest miracles in military bistory. No man, who
climbs the ascent by any of the roads that wind slong ite
front, can believe that eighteen thousand men were moved
upon its broken nud erumbling face, unless it was his for:
tune to witness the deed. It seewns as awful ne & visible
interposition of God.  Neither Geo, Grant nor Gen. Thomas
iutended it. Their orders were to earry the rifle pite
along the base of the ridga and cut off their oceupants ;
but when this was accomplinhed the unnecountable spirit
of the troops bore them bodily up the impracticable

stoops, aver the bristling rifle-pita «n the crest nnd the
thiity eaunon eufilading every gully.  The praer to storm
nppears to have beon given siwultaneously by Generals
sheridan and Wood because the men were not 1o be held
back, bopeless na the atlempt spp ared to military pro-
dence, Besiden, the Generain cnught the inspiration of
mlg men, aod were ready thewsslves to undertake impossi
bilities.”

DEATH OF MRS, PIERCE.

BosToN, Dic. 2.—Mrs. Jane M. Pieros, wife of Ex
President Pieice, died this mornivg st Aodover, Masea:

ehusetts. Bhe hsd been in feebls bealth for some years.

-preces, but the greater number eollected ioto the many

THE VICTORY AT CHAITANOOGA

OFFICIAL DESPATCHES

The following official despatobes have been re-
ceived at the War Department since our last issue.
They show that the victory st Chattancoga is
complete. Such unofficial detsils as have been
transwitted by telegraph will be fouud in snother
column :

- CHATTANOOGA, Nov. 25, 1863—7.16 P. M,
Mujor Gen. HALLECK, General-in-Chiaf :

Although the battle lasted from early dawn till dark
this evening, I believe I am not prematurs in sunouneing
a complete victory over Bragg. Loukont Mouutsin Top,
all the rifla-pits in Chattanooga Valley, and Missionsry
Ridge eutire have been earried, sud are now held by us.

U. 8. GranT, Msjor Geueral.
CHATTANOOGA, Nov. 26—12 o'clock, midnight.
Mujor Gen. H, W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief :

The operatious to-dey bave been more successful than
yesterday, having carried Miesionary Ridge, from near
Russville to the railroad tunnel, with a comparatively
swhll loss vn our side, capturing sbout forty pieces of
artillery, a large quantity of «mall arms, sud camp and
garrison equipage, besides the arms in the hands of pri-
soners.: ‘We captured two thousand pris mers, of whom
two hundred were officecs of all grades, from colouels
down.

We will pursue the ewemy in the morning. The con-
duct of the officers was every thing thaf eould be ex-
pected.

Missionary Ridge was carried simultaneously at six
diffarent pointe.

Gro. H. THoMAS, Mujor General.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Chattanvoga, 1 A, M., November 27, 1563

Mujor Gen. HALLECK, Geueral-in-Chief :

1w just in from the front, The rout of the enemy is
most complete. Abandoved wagonsa, oaissons, and oceca-
sionnl pieces of artillery ure every where to be found. 1
think Bragg's loss will fully reach eixty pieces of artillery.
A large puwber of prisoners have fallen into our bands
The pursuit will eontinue to “ Red Clay” iu the morning,
for which place I shall start in & fow houra.

U. 8. GranT, Mpjor General.

O

DETAILS BY GEN. MEIGS.

HEADQUARTERS, CHATTANOOGA, Nov. 20, 1863,
To Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary f War.

Sir: On, the 234 instant, st 1130 A. M, Gen. Grant
ordered & demonetration againet Mission Ridge, to develup
the foree holding it. The treops marched out, formed in
order, advauced in line of battle, e if on parade. The
rebels watched the formation and movewent from their
picket lines and rifle pits, and from the summits of Mission
Ridge, five bundred feet above us, and thought it was a
review and drill, so openly and deliberstely, so regularly
was it ull done. As the line advanced, preceded by skir-
mishe's, and at hall past two o'clock P. M. resched our
picket lines, they opened a rattling volley upon the rebel
pickets, who replied and ran inte their ndvanced lins o
rifla pite.  After them went our skirmishers, snd into
them, along the centre of the lina of twenty five thousand
troops, which Gen. Thomass had so quickly displayed.
Until we opened fire, prizoners sseert that they thought
the whole movement was & review and a general drill, und
that it was too late to send to their eamps for reinforce-
ments, and that they were overwhelmed by foree of num-
bers. It was a surprise in open daylight. At three P. M.
the important advaneed position of Orchard Knob aud the
lines right and left were in our possession, and arrange-
ments were ordered for holding them during the night.

The next day st daylight Gen. Thomas bad five thou-
sand men acrozs the Tenvessee, und established on ite
south bank, and commenced the evnstruetion of & pon-
toon bridge sbout six miles sbove Chattanvoga. The re-
bel stesmer Duobar, repnired at the right moment, ren-
dered effective aid in this erossing, esrrying over six
thousnnd men. By nightfull Gen. Thomus had stized the
extremity of Mission Ridge, vearest the river, and wus
entrenching himself. Gen. Howard with a brigade opencd
commwunieation with him from Chattanooga on the routh
side of the river. Skirmishing and eannonading eontinued

all the day on the left and ecentre. Gen. Hocker sealed
the elopes of Lookout Mountain from the valley of Look -
out Creek, drove the rebels around the point, enptured
some two thousand prisoners, and estabiished bimself high
up the weountsin side, in full view of Chattanooga. This
raised the blockade, and now steamers are ordered from
Bridgeport to Chattanooga., They had run ouly to Kel-
ley’s Ferry, wheuce ten miles of hauling over mountain
ronds and twice across the Tennessee on pontoon bridges
brought us our supplies. All night the point of Mission
Ridge, on the ex.reme left, and the mde of Loukout
Mountain, oo the extreme right, blszed with the enmp fires
of loyal trovps.  Toe day had been one of dense wist and
ruin, aud mueh of Hooker's battle was fought sbove the
clouds which conecaled hm from our view, but from
which his musketry was bheard. At nightfsll the sky
elenrad, and the full moon—the traitor's doom—shone
upon the besttiful scene.  Until 1 A, M. twinkling sparks
upon the mountain side whowed that picket skirmishiog
was going on.  When it ceased a brigade sent from Chat-
tanooga croseed the Chattanooga Creek and opened com-
muniestion with Hooker. Gen. Grant’s beadquart.rs
during the afterncon of the 23d and the day of the 24th
were i Wood's redoubt, exeapt when in the course of
the day be rode along the sdvaues line, visi ing the head-
quarters of the several comwanders in Chattanvogs
Valley.

At daylight on the 25th the stars and s'ripes were de-
seried on tne penk of Lookout The rebels had evacuated
the mountain. Hooker mored to descrnd the mounntsin,
and, airiki g Miseion Ridge at the Rossville Gap, to sweep
ou both eides and on its summit. The rebel troops were
seen u8 coon as it was light encugh streamiog by regim- nts
and brigades along the narrow summit of Mission Ridge,
eitber concentrating on the right to overwheim Shermnn,
or warching for the railroad sod raising the siege. They
had evacusted the Vallry of Chattanoogs: would they
abaudon that of Chicksmauga ! The twenty pounders
and fourand-n-quarter rifles of Wood's redoubt opened
on Mission Kidge. Orechard Knob paid it compliments
to the Kidge, whieb, with rifled Parrotts, answered, and
the eannonnde thus commenced continued all duy.  Shot
and shell sereamed from Orebard Knob to Mission Ridga, |
from Mission Ridge to Urchard Knob, and from Wood's
redoubt over the heade of Geonerals Grant and Thomna
and their staffs. who were with us in this favorable posi-
tion, whence the whole battle eould be seen as in an am-
phitheatre. The headquarters were under fire sl day.

Cannonading ard musketry were heard from Geveral
Sherman.  Gen. Howard marched the Eleveath Corps to
join him.  Thomas sent out ekirmishers who drove in the
rebel pickets and chascd them into their votrenebments,
andl at the fuot of Mission Ridge sherman made sn asennlt
agninst Bragg's right, entrenched oo a bigh knob next to
that on which Sherman himeelf lay furtifi-d. Tue nssnult
was gallnutly made, ‘The foree waking it renched the edge
of the creat, held its ground for it seemed to me an hour,
but wae bloodily repulsed by reserves. A goneral ad-
vanee was ordered, nnd & strong line of skirmishers ‘ol-
lowed by a deployed line of battle some two miles in
lsugth. At the signal of his eannon shots feom the head |
quarters on Orchsrd Knob, the column moved rapidly and
orderly forward. The rebel pickets dscharged their
muskets and ran into their rifle-pite. Our skirmishers
fullowed on their heels  The hae of battle was not far
behind, and we saw the gray rebels swarm out of the long
lineé of the rifle-pita in numbers which surprised us, nnd
over the base of the hill. A few turned sod fired their

ronde which croes obliquely up ite ateep fsce and went on
to the top. Some regiments pressed on and swirmed up
the steep sides of the Kidge. Here and there a color was
advanesd beyond the lines.

The attempt apxﬂmd mont dangeroue, but the advance
was supported and the line vrdered to storm the he'ghts,
upon which nut less than forty pisces of artillery, and no
ove knew how many muskets, stood ready to slnughter the
negsilaots.  With cheers suswering to cheers the men
swarimed upwarde. They gathered to the point least diffi
cult ol ansent, aod the line was broken. Coler sfter color
wis planted on the summit, while musket and canton
vomited their thunder upon them. A well-dirested shot
from Orehard Koob exploded a rebel enisson on the sum-
mit, and the gun waas seen galloping to the right, its driver
Inshing his hurses. A party of our soldiers interoepted
them, snd the gun was eaptured with cheers. A fierce
musketry fight broke out to the left, where, between
Th mas nd’ Sherman, & mile or two of the Ridge wns
still voou, by the rebels. Braggleit the house in which
he had held his hendquarters, and rode to the rear as onr
troops erowned the kil on either side of him, Gen. Grant

rocweded to the summit, and then did we only know Ita
Li.lu. Some of the eaptured artillery was put into pos«
tion, artillerists wers sent for to work the guns, caissons
woere searched for mmiwunition. The rebel reast-
works were torn to pisees and esrned to the other side of
the Ridge, sod used in forming barrioades noross it A
strong line of infaatsy was formed in the rear of Baird's

line, hotly engsged i n wuskotry confest with the rebels
to the left, and a secure lodgmeut was soon effscted.

T'be other assavlt, to the right of our ecutre, ganed the
suwmit, aud the rebels threw down thoir srme sud fled,
Hooker, in feyorable pusition, swept the right of
the ridge sud captured wauy prisouers. Bragg's remain-
irg trovps left enrly io the night, snd the battle of Chatta-
noogs, sfier three daye of muanauvring and fighting, was
win,  The streugth of the rebellion in the csntre was
broken—DBuruside relieved from dnnger; East Teunesses,
Kentueky, snd Teunesssn rescucd; (Georgia and the
bouthwest threateved io the renr, nod scother vietory
wdded to the chapter of ** Uveonditious! rurreader Graot.”
To-night the estimnto of captures is seversl thousand pri-
sounrs uud thirty pieees of wrtillery:  The loss for so great
& vietory was not severs,

Brogyq is firing tbe railroad as he retrouts towards Dal-
ton.  Bherman is in hot pursuit,

Today L viewed the battie fiell, which extends for six
miles along Mission Kidge sud for several miles on Look-
out Mountiin, Probabiy nut so well directed, so well or-
deced a battle bas been delivered during the war. But
wbw nasnult was repulsed ; but that assault, by ealling to
that poiat the rebel reserves, prevented them repulsing
any of the others, A fow days since Bragg seut g) Geao.
Giant o flag of truee, ndvi-iug bim that it would be pru-
dent to remove aoy non-combatuuts who wmight be still in
Clattsnooga  No reply has bern returned, but the com-
butauls baving removed {rom this vicinity, it is now proba.
bl that vou-cowbstauts esn reman without imprudence.

M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermnster General.

———h

DESPATCH FROM GEN THOMAS.

CllarTaANOOGA, (T'eNN.) Nov, 27—12 P, M.
Mujor Gen. H, W, HaLLECK, General-in-Chief :

Gen, Palwer reports that Jobhusow's division of the Four-
tosuth Corps curprised A, P, stewnrt's division last night
taking four guns, two cui«=ons, and many prisoners.

Hooker reports his wrrival st Ringgold at nine o'clock
A M. to-dsy. Ha fouud the road strewn with caissoos,
Limbers, and smbulaiess.  He ovmmenced skirmishing
with the enewy st eleven o'clock A. M., in Railroad
Pass or Gap, near Ringgold, about half of Osterbaus’s
and a third of . Geary's vivielons engaged, and [ read the
enemy to abandon the poeition he hae taken in the passer,
Both diviswns cuffered sever:ly, the encmy muking obeli-
nale resistance

Oun the moruing of the 24th I sent Col. Long, comm and
ing the second brigade of the second eavalry division,
aeross South Chickawnsuga lo make raids on the Eist
Tennessee and Goorgia railroad. He peturped this even-
ing, biingiug two hundred and fifty prisoners, and reporta
thut be hua destroyed the railroad from Tyner's Station to
the Hiawasaie, end ten wiles southwest of Cleveland. He
aleo destroyed eighty wagons and a large quantity of com-
missary stores und other supplies at Cleveland, The pri-
soners we have takon tivee the 23d now suw up more than

five thousund, Geo, H. THoMAS,
Mujor General Commanding. +

—_—

DESTRUCTION OF REBEL PROPERTY.

CHATIrANOOGS, DEC. 1.—Gens, Hooker and Palmer
evacuated Ringgold this worning after burning the mills,
depnta, public building, and ruilway bridge.

A cavalry reconncissnnee twen'y.three miles southward
discovered vo enewy, but they were found in foroe at Ten-
uessee Hill,

Tue roilroad from Rioggold to Chickamaugs was de-
stroyed by Gen, Hooker.

Col, Grosa’s brigads wera loft on the cld buttla-'ﬁeld of
Chicknmuugs, burying the d-ad, & large number of whom
hud been left by the rebels uncovered since September
201h.

Tuere has been no fighting in this army sinee Hooker's
attack on Bragg's resr at Ringgold, on the 26th. Bragg
was forecd o wareh on, being badly whipped, and iofliet-
iug considerabls loss upon Hockar. Our losa is sbout five
t) kix bundred; the enemy’s mueh larger. We have taken
#ix thousand prisosers in the three daye' battles, wany
of whow are officers. The army wovements now going
on ure nut for the publie at present,

The following is u list of geveral, ficld, and stafl officers

‘who have been killed or wounded :

Brig. Gen. Juhn E. Swith; Brig Gen. Corse; Brig Gen.
Muthiag; Brig Geo. Giles A, Smith; Brig. Gen W. 8,
Swith ; Col. Prielps, 331k Oliio, commanding third brigade ;
Msjor Irwin, Gth Olo, killed; Muajor Bureh, 93d Ohio,
killed ; Major Butterfield, 17th Obin, wounded ; Lieut. Col.
Buoyeton, 35th Oho, wounded ; Col. Putusw, 93d Hlinois,
killed : Lieut Col. Stuarl, 90:h Illinvis, wounded; Col.
Raum and Major Walsh, 56:h Tlinois, wounded; Lieut.
Caol Gilpin, 26:h Hlineis, wounded; Li-ut. Col. Davidson,
77th Hlinois, wounded: Col. Markda'e, 74th Illinois,
wounded ; N, . Towner, Cluef of Artillery, Gen. Swmith's
wtafl, wounded ; M'-j--r Glare, 320 Indiana, killed ; Col.
Espy, 65.h Indincs, wourded ; Col. H. Heath, 100cth In-
disnas, mortally wounded: Msjir Carter, 38:h Indians,
woundad : Col. O'Mears, 90th Iowa, wounded ; Major Me-
Chuuley, 10th Tows, wounded; Col. pserry, 5th Kentucky,
wonuded ; Mojor Walker, 10th Missouri, wounded ; Major
Craven, 3d Mis-ouri, wounded,

St i}

REBEL SPECULATIONS.

The Richmond Enquirer of tha 24th instant says :

* The great barricr to the enemy's advance at Chatta.
nooga i Lookout Mountsin,  This is Bragg's stronghold,
and his pusition there is »o impregnable to an assault that
the encmy bas not had the temerity yet to attempt to earry
it. Yot he ia buey with Lin cparations, and it may be that
he muy soon attempt a forwnrd movement.”

The army correspin’ent of the Savaoosh Republican
Wwriles :

“The enemy, sinee offocting & lodgment in Lookout
Valley, bae not been idle.  He has thrown up defensive
worhs for his iafantry, and erec'ad batteries on the range
of hills which, starting st Brown's Ferry, ron up the valley
on the west side of Lookout Creek and divide it nearly into
two equal parte.  He is #till engnged upon these works.
The butterics ace intanded not ooly to defend the valley
forry agninst assunlt, but, in conjunetion with the mocea-
8in guns, to sweep the north faee of Lookout Mountain.
The possession of this mountain is sll that i« necessary to
reuder the position of the enemy safe aud watisfactory, and
8’ the same time to render our positios uassfe and un-
salislactory.”

W. G. S8wan, n member of tha Rebel Congress, writes
to the Richmond Exnwiner n long defence of Gen. Bragg,
in the course of which he mays:

" Tha achievements of Gen. Bragg's army have at last,
however, constrained not only the enemy but our own
Olil.ll'ltf_y to apprecinte properly ita importance and the
wreat interest confided to it  The eyes of two hostils peo-
ple are directed with an intensity of interest never befors
munifeated to the sonie of its operations. The whole
prower slmest of the United Statss Government now con-
fronts and threatens it, while it. stands bristling on Look-
ot Mouatain and Missiouary Ridge like an impregnable
firtress betwern us and the v emy. The fate of the Con-
federncy seoms to be ruspended upon its successful re-
sistance or fuilure; and yet, stenngely, in the face of this
grent fuct, thers are those who would arisy agsinet the
ohief of this army the worst prejudices of his soldiers.
Mirchief has aliendy bren dons by the ene nragement to
neglect of daty mnd to desertion which thess carpings
aflord ; w0 mueh indeed that if Gen. Brogg bad besn less
a soldier and disciplinarian his acrmy would have long
vinee been dissolve1.”

The Richmond Enquirer of the 18:h, in sn article upon
Bragg and his Generals, plaoes the respoasibility for his
defent upon Gen. J. Morson Davia. Tt saya:

“ Gen. Brogg having requested to be removed, the re-
aponsibility of his reteation is openly aud boldly assumed
by the President, and the prayer of every patriot is that
he mny bs right und all others wrong do hope that his
wisdom mny again demonstrats itaelf, that Gon. Bragg
may illustrste its propriety with a glorious victory, and
thui the President may ever point to this eontroversy

to this responaibility with proud satisfaction,”

KESCAPE OF JOUN MORGAN.
Crevernasn, Nov, 28 —John Morgan and six efficers
escaped from the Columbus penitentinry Inst night. Great
exorbions are being made (o recaptare (hem.

CoLumBus, Nov. 28.—The six officers who eacaped
with John Morgan this morning were=—Captaine Bennett,
Taylor, Bheldon, Haince, Hoekermmith, and Magee,

John Morgan, on retiring, ohang'd with his brother
Dick from ths top eell to the lower tier, and dug their
way out under the wall of the juil. They bave not yot
be:n retaken.

" Mr. Fulton, of the Baltimore Amnrienn, has received
permission to go to Richmond sn n private citizen, to lct.
a4 medium of eommunieation between the prisoners
thure copfined and their friends who may send them pro-
Vigions or clothing. The conseut of Commissioner Ould

ba ¢ yet been obtained (o {his arravgewent.
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